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The 46th meeting of the Plant Pathology Society of Alberta (PPSA) took place in Lethbridge, 
AB at the Signature Sandman Lodge on October 28-30, 2025. The gathering began with a 
reception on the evening of October 28th, and presentations began on the morning of October 
29th. PPSA President, Dr. Reem Aboukhaddour (AAFC-Lethbridge), welcomed the 61 delegates 
followed by three sessions of oral presentations and one poster session. Proceedings continued 
October 30th with the final session of oral presentations and the PPSA business meeting. In all, 
there were 17 oral presentations and 24 posters covering a diverse range of phytopathology 
topics. 

A banquet was held on the evening of October 29th at the beautiful nearby Galt Museum & 
Archives viewing gallery. Following the banquet an awards ceremony recognized the 2025 
PPSA scholarship recipients and outstanding presentations. The Swanson Award ($1500) went to 
Taryn Dunivant, a student at the University of California, Riverside studying ‘Evolutionary 
perspectives on natural variation in rice responses to environmental burden’ and the PPSA 
Scholarship ($1500) was awarded to Chunxiao (Rai) Yang, at the University of Alberta. 
Outstanding Presentation awards ($250 each) went to Maria Munawar (Outstanding presentation 
by a technician) Zyre Aubrey-Heber (Outstanding student talk) and Erin Gunn (Outstanding 
student poster). Each awardee received a certificate acknowledging the achievement, and a copy 
of the book Plant Pathology in Canada 1970–2008. 

The 47th meeting of the PPSA is scheduled to take place in Edmonton, AB October 27th to 
November 29th, 2025. 

Respectfully submitted by Michael Harding, CPS Regional Representative for Alberta 
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