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Turf / Gazon 

Crop /Culture: Turf g r a s s e s  

Location/ Emplacement: Saskatchewan 

NameandAgency/ 
Nom et Or anisation: 

B.D. GASEN 
A g r i c u l t u r e  Canada Resea rch  S t a t i o n  
1 0 7  S c i e n c e  C r e s c e n t  
SASKATOON, Saskatchewan S7N OX2 

SNOW MOLD AND WINTER I N J U R Y  ON TURF GRASS I N  SASKATCHEWAN I N  1988.  Title /Titre: 
Methods: I n  May o f  1988,  1 2  g o l f  c o u r s e s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  and n o r t h e r n  g r a i n b e l t  a r e a s  o f  

Saskatchewan were examined t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e x t e n t  and  s e v e r i t y  o f  snow mold 
diseases and  w i n t e r  i n j u r y .  Disease s e v e r i t y  w a s  r a t e d  on a f i v e  p o i n t  scale;  None, Trace 
< 1% o f  p l a n t s  k i l l e d ,  S l i g h t  = 1-lo%, Moderate = 11-25%, S e v e r e  >25%. I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  
i n j u r y  was b a s e d  on f i e l d  symptoms. 

Results aqd Comments: Ten o f  t h e  1 2  c o u r s e s  examined had a t  l e a s t  s l i g h t  c o t t o n y  snow 
mold damage on g r e e n s  and  s u r r o u n d s ,  and  damage w a s  moderate t o  

s e v e r e  on 7 c o u r s e s .  Damage w a s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  lower on f a i r w a y s ,  where 1 c o u r s e  w a s  None, 
9 were ra ted Trace, 7 were r a t e d  S l i g h t  and 2 were r a t e d  Moderate.  C a s u a l  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  
domes t i c  t w r f  i n  t h e  s u r v e y  area i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  or  no snow mold damage on 
lawns .  Mjcrodochium n i v a l e  ( c a u s e  of p i n k  snow mold) w a s  n o t e d  a t  trace t o  s l i g h t  l e v e l s  
on two c o d r s e s .  Desiccation/low-temperature damage w a s  n o t e d  on g r e e n s  and  s u r r o u n d s  o f  
o n l y  t h r e e  c o u r s e s .  Winter  i n j u r y  was p r o b a b l y  much more i m p o r t a n t  i n  s o u t h e r n  areas,  
where i n a d e q u a t e  snow c o v e r  r e s u l t e d  i n  i n j u r y  t o  many p e r e n n i a l s .  Co t tony  snow mold 
( c a u s e d  by Copr inus  psychromorbidus)  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  an  i m p o r t a n t  disease of f i n e  t u r f  i n  
Saskatchewan where i n t e n s i v e  management i s  used .  
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Name and Agency I 
CrOp/CultUre: Turf, Lawn grass, Pmf? spp. Nom et Organisation: 

R. G. Platford 
Manitoba Ag r i cu 1 t ur e 

Agricultural Services Complex 
2 0 1 - 5 4 5  University Crescent 

Location / Emplacement: Man i t o b a Plant Pathology Laboratory 

TitleITitre: Incidence of Plant Diseases in W I N N  I PEG, Man i t o b ii 
Turf, Lawn grass and &a spp. R3T 5 S 6  
in Manitoba in 1 9 8 8  

METHODS: Results based on 1 4 5  samples of turf and lawn grass submitted to the Plant 
Pathology Laboratory and field examinations. The majority o f  the samples were from 
the Winnipeg area. 

RESULTS: The Plant Pathology Laboratory analysed 1 4 5  samples 01' lawn and turf grass in 
1 9 8 8 .  The main disease problems wese anthracnose (Colletotrichum graminicola) found in 
4 1 %  of samples, melting out (Dreschlera pose) in 3 7 %  of samples, Ascochyta (Ascochyta 
spp.) in 2 0 %  of samples. Other diseases identified were Fusarium blight (Fusarium spp.) 
in 10% of samples. Septoria leaf spot (Septoria spp.), Leptosphaerulina leaf blight 
(Leptosphaerulina australis) and flag smut (Urocystis agropyri) in 3 %  of samples. 
Fairy ring (Marasmius oreades) occurred in 2 %  of samples. Pythium blight (Pythium spp.) 
and powdery mildew (Erysiphe graminis) both occurred in 1% of samples. In about 1 2 %  
of samples insect injury and drought were the main cause of damage. 

------- 

------- 

Table 1 :  1 9 8 8  Manitoba Lawn and Turf Grass Problemsi 

Disease 
Percent 

Of Samples 

Melting out 
Ascochyta 
Anthracnose 
Fusarium blight 
Fairy ring 
Flag smut 
Leptosphaerulina leaf blight 
Septoria leaf spot 
Pythium blight 
Powdery mildew 
Drought 
Miscellaneous 

3 7  
2 0  
4 1  
1 0  

2 
3 
3 
3 
1 
1 
6 
4 

- 1 Based on 1 4 5  samples submitted to the Manitoba Agriculture, Plant Pathology 
Laboratory 




