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Spr ing  g rowth  commenced about  t k e  same time t h i s  y e a r  as 
i n  1935 i n  the  c o a s t a l  s e c t i o n  o f  B r i t i s h  Colwnbia .  The 
tempera tures  were very aii-flilar- du r ing  the  two y e a r s ,  bu t  . 
t h e r e  was coris iderable  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  monthly r a i n f a l l .  
During 1336, mos t  o f  the  common d i s e a s e s  were g e n e r a l  and 
more severe than  i n  1335* Thei r  g r e a t e r  prevalence was 
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  h c a v i c r  r a i n f a l l  i n  t h e  months A p r i l  t o  
J u l y  i n  1936 as compared wi th  t h o  corrosponding months of  
l c - s t  year. Sevcrc losses were sust l i incd from blossom b l i g h t  
and brown r o t  of s tone  f r u i t s ,  and s p l i t t i n g  o f  sweet 
c h e r r i e s 3  g r a i n  r u s t r ; ,  l a t e  b l i g h t  o f  p o t a t o  and t h e  downy 
mildews were more abundant,  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, ISarch was 
d r i e r  t h i s  y e a r  than  last ,  which probably r e t a r d e d  t h e  
development o f  t u l i p  b l i g h t  d u r i n g  t h o  e a r l i e r  s t a g e s  o f  
growth. The d i s e a s e ,  however, spread  r ap id ly  i n  May i n  some 
f i e l d s  where s a n i t a r y  p recau t ions  were n o t  taken.  I n  t h e  
Okanagan v a l l e y  t h e  w i n t e r  was excep t iona l ly  seve re  w i t h  
heavy falls of snow i n  January and February. Both  c p i c o t  
and pecch s u f f e r e d  from t h e  l o w  temperatures  i n  Fcbi-uary. 
Sp r ing  was very l a t e  w i t h  heavy rains for "this d i s t r i c t .  The 
morlths o f  May9 June, and early J u l y ,  were a l s o  wet ,  whi le  
t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  t h e  summer was d r y  w i t h  h igh temperatures .  
F i r e  b l i g h t  was unusual ly  p reva len t .  Tho f a l l  was illild and 
excep t iona l ly  dry.  

Snow f e l l  e a r l y  i n  Alberta fi-om Calgary northward, it 
was unusual ly  heavy and i n  t h e  North,  remained l a t e  i n  t h e  
spring:,  On account  o f  i t s  e a r l y  a r r i v a l ,  the  ground was 
s c a r c e l y  f rozen  a t  Christmas and the  frost p e n e t r z t e d  b u t  c? 
s h o r t  d i s t a n c e .  I n  the  s o u t h  t h e  fa l l  of  snow was cons ider -  
a b l e ,  b u t  most o f  it had 6vaporated by l a t e  w in te r .  The 
a o i l  mois ture  a t  seeding  time sou th  o f  Calgary was i d e a l ,  
b u t  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  i n  r e s e r v e *  Where the  snow had 
p e r s i s t e d  the  s o i l  was unusual ly  wet ,  making t h e  season  one . 
of  the  l a t e s t  f o r  seeding.  I n  A l b e r t a ,  south  o f  Lacombe- 
Vegrcvi l le -Lloyd~ins te r ,  t h e  g r a i n  made r ap id  growth  
throughout  t h e  s e e d l i n g  s t a g e  , b u t  as p m c t i c a l l y  no  r a i n  
f e l l  d u r i n g  June ,  July,  and August, t h e  y i e l d s  were very  

LOW, except  i n  t h e  i r r i g a t e d  d i s t r i c t s .  North o f  t h i s  
s c a m e l y  any r a i n  f e l l ,  b u t  t h e r e  was s u f f i c i e n t  r e s e r v e  
mois ture  s o  t h a t  good y i e l d s  and w e l l  matured g r a i n  were 
ha rves t ed ,  

Seeding began l a t e  ( a f t e r  May 1st)  i n  m a n y  parts o f  
Saskatchewan, no tab ly  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  and wes t  c e n t r a l  d i s -  
tzi@tso Por t ions  o f  the  sou th  cen t r a l .  d i s t r i c t  were about  
70 pe r  c e n t  seeded on May 4. About 12 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  wheat 



acreage  o f  t h e  province was seeded on t h i s  da t e .  Moisture 
cond i t ions  v a r i e d  g r e a t l y  over t h o  province.  Genera l ly ,  the  
surFacG mois ture  was good due t o  l a t e  snows, b u t  s u b s o i l  
moisture  was very sca rce  i n  the  southwestern and wes t  
c e n t r a l  Sssk. The weather d u r i n g  the  f i r s t  two vrecks i n  May r 
was c o o l  and growth was slow. K i l l i n g  frosts occurred a t  

days o f  extreme h e a t  a t  the  end o f  t h e  month promoted rapid 
g r o w t h  of e a r l y  sown wheat. 
mois ture  caused d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t he  growhg c rops  and p o o r  
germina t ion  of t h e  l a t e  g r a i n s ,  
d r i f t i n g  occurred i n  patehes on high l i g h t  l and ,  b u t  t a k i n g  
t h e  province as Q whole, t h e  damage was no t  gi*ec;ct. S o i l  
t empera tures  d u r i n g  IUay were h ighe r  t han  i n  1935, bu t  lower 
t h a n  i h  1934. Rninfal l .  amounted t o  1.24 inches which was 
well' d i s t r i O u t c d c  T h i s  itas hccv ie r  t h m  i n  t h e  two grcv ious  

some p o i n t s  on May l q t h .  Warmer woather i nc lud ing  t h r e e  ; 

Lack o f  r a i n  t o  r ep lace  the  I 

A very small amount o f  s o i l  

, l  y e a r s  1 

Cool weather d u r i n g  the  f i rs t  week i n  June followed by 
r a i n s  over mos t  o f  southern  Sask. checked, t o  a very large 
e x t e n t ,  c rop  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  which had s e t  i n  due t o  ex t remely  
h igh  temperatures  snd lack of r a i n f a l l  i n  l a t e  May. Growth 
'was slow and l a t e  crops pa tchy ,  due t o  uneven germinat ion 
and growth. Drought became s e r i o u s  i n  ,Southern and Western 
Sask. Only a few p laces  r e p o r t e d  damagc f rom s o i l  d r i f t ing .  
The l as t  10 days o f  the month brought vrarmer weclthcr b u t  
ve ry  l i t t l e  r a i n f a l l .  The t o t a l  r a i n f s l l  f o r  t h c  rnont,h was 
2.61 i n s .  T h i s  was much lower than t h a t  of t h e  same month 
i n  1934 and 1935. S o i l  ternperaturcs arere s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  
than ' in t h o s e  yea r s .  The l a c k  of moisture  w r y  l i k e l y  

' c o n t r o l l e d  browning r o o t  r o t  o f  wheat which did very s l i gh t  
damage . 

H o t  weather and drought  continued t o  damage the  c rops  
throughout  July.  
except  i n  one o r  two l o c a l i t i e s *  The d e t e r i o r a t i o n  which 
f o l l o w e d  t h i s  cont inued drought  masked t he  e f f e c t  o f  rDot 
r o t s  and no doubt cheeked them somewhat. Stem r u s t  appeared 
e a r l y  t h i s  yearc  
Saska toon  and on J u l y  2nd i n  t h e  Vieyburn area. The d i s e a s e  

Sask. (zone 2 )  and e a s t  c e n t r a l  Sask, (zone 3). Continued 
dry weather  and h e a t  i n  the  r e s t  of t h e  province prevented 
i t s ,  spread.  R a i n f a l l  a t  Qaokatoon du r ing  August amounted 
t o  498 i n s I  which was much below average. S o i l  tempera- 
t u r e s  mere s l i gh t ly  h ighe r  t han  average. 

The weather cond i t ions  in Manitoba a r e  desc r ibed  i n  
somo d o t a i l  under Stem Rust  o f  wheat. The crop WQS l a t e r  
t han  u s u a l  and moisture  cnd temperature vmw favourable  f o r  
r u s t  development d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  June, 

Very l i t t l e  r a i n  fell over the  province ,  

Traces o f  it were found on J u l y  8 th  a t  

. made l i t t l e  progress  except  in p o r t i o n s  o f  south  cei-l tral  

However, 
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a l l  of J u l y  w a s  h o t  and dry and stem r u s t  made l i t t l e  head- 
way, I n s t e a d ,  t h e  c rops  r ipened  premature ly  and only i n  
t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  of t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  area d i d  r u s t  cause 
any damage. 

The 1.936 season  was g e n e r a l l y  h o t  and d ry  i n  t h e  
Niagara Peninsula  of Ontar io .  It was unfavourable  f o r  the 
development o f  app le  scab ,  peach l e a f  cur1 , 'b rown r o t  of 
s-t;one f r u i t s ,  which a r e  u s u a l l y  impor tan t  i n  t h e  f r u i t  
d i s t r i c t .  La te  f r o s t s  i n  May d i d  some damage t o  straw- 
b e r r i e s ,  b u t  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n j u r i o u s  t o  grapes  caus ing  
cons ide rab le  r e d u c t i o n  i n  c rop  i n  l o c a l i z e d  e r e a s .  

The extreme and reco rd  h o t  s p e l l  o f  e a r l y  July caused 
much loss t o  bush f r u i t s  and t r u c k  crops ,  Maturing small 

c rop  f a i l u r e o  W i l t  d i s e a s e s  appeared t o  be more p r e v a l e n t  
aiid.were probably favoured by t h e  h e a t  and drought ,  

The w i n t e r  o f  1935-36 was comparat ively mi ld  i n  'New 
Brunswickr Desp i t e  t h e  e a r l i e s t  break-up on r e c o r d ,  s p r i n g  
was delayed  due t o  c o o l  d u l l  weather  and heavy r a i n f a l l .  
Cans iderable  damping o f f  occurred i n  e a r l y  p l a n t i n g s  or" 
bele t s  and mangels An unusua l ly  heavy ascospore  d i soha rge  
of' Y s t u r i a  j naequa l i s -  began on May 1st and i n  consequence, 
app le  scab was more p r e v a l e n t  t han  usua l .  A k i l l i n g  f r o s t  
on Tday 16 caused cons ide rab le  i n j u r y  t o  the  t ende r  f o l i a g e *  
R a i n f a l l  was h c l f  nn inch  below normal, b u t  well d i s t r i -  
buted.  The growing season, un l ike  t h e  prev ious  y e a r ,  was 
n o t  marked by extremes o f  h e a t  o r  d rought*  Late  b l i g h t  was 
r e p o r t e d  t h e  last week oE July and a l though it was e f f e c t i -  
v e l y  h e l d  i n  check by dry  weather i n  August, c o n d i t i o n s  were 
f avourab le  i n  September f o r  i t s  development. As a r e s u l t ,  
it caused g r e a t e r  losses i n  1936 than  it has f o r  seTrereal 
y e a r s ,  Due t o  wet  weather  i n  l a t e  September &idin October 
d i f f i c u l t y  was experienced i n  some d i s t r i c t s  i n  h a r v e s t i n g  
t h e  g r a i n  and p o t a t o  c r o p s +  

Weather c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  Annapolis Val ley ,  NIS. were 
dec ided ly  abnormal i n  1936. Narch was extremely v r a r m  and 
wet ,  t he  mean temperature  be ing  t h a t  normal f o r  A p r i l  and 
t h e  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  n e a r l y  e q u a l  t he  maximum f o r  t h a t  month. 
A p r i l  was p r a c t i c a l l y  normal,  t he  r a i n f a l l  be ing  2 inches  
l e s s  t han  the  prev ious  month. Growth s t a r t e d  e a r l y ,  bu t  
slowed up d u r i n g  Maye Ascospores of t h e  app le  s c a b  fungus 
( V c n t u r i a  inaequa1is)were l i b e r e t e d  f rom t h e  p e r i t h e c i a  
t h r e e  weeks e w l i e r  than  usual* Very heavy d i s c h a r g e s  
took  p l a c e  f r o m  t h e  t ime t h e  buds had reached t h e  g reen  t i p  
s t a g e  u n t i l  a f t , e r  t h e  f lowers  had bloomed, Spraying  was 

' f r u i t  s u f f e r e d  sun  s c a l d  or dropped o f f ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a 
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r e t a r d e d  by wet s o i l s  i n  the  e a r l y  Season and winds and r a i n  
l a t e r  on prevented s a t i s f a c t o r y  t iming o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s E  
Temperatiui%s of 23°-280Fo dur ing  t h e  per iod  o f  e a r l y  bloom 
caused considerable  bud and b los som i n j u r y  and reduced t h e  
C r O P e  Late v a r i e t i e s  were the  l e a s t  i n ju redc  September and 
October were wet and very fauourable Lo  t he  spread o f  l a t e  
scab i n f e c t i o n .  Storage scab  was evident  . b e f o r e  December 
1, 1936. Ear ly  f r o s t s  dur ing  ha rves t  f u r t h e r  reduced the  
marketable crop. 
by some o rcha rd i s t s ,  R a i n f a 1  f o r  September and October 
was 5.6 ins4 above t h e  20-year mcane 5hc 1936 season was 
n o t  favourable t o  good apple  production* 

Edward I s l and*  Amply pro tee ted  by a heavy covering o f  snowt 
most garden and f i e l d  p l a n t s  wintered wel l .  The weather was 
mild f r o m  e a r l y  Narch. As a r e s u l t  growth began a t  t h a t  
time only t o  rece ive  a s e t  back hy cold weather i n  A p r i l  and 
May. Ear ly  June was seasonable except that the  lcst  two 
weeks were unusual ly  wet. Rots of garden p l a n t s  due t o  
S c l e r o t f n i a  and B o t r y t i s  became markedly prevalent .  
zh i ch  was cloudy, r u s t s  and l e a f  spots  became gene ra l+  
f i r s t  p a r t  of August w a s  cool  and r a iny  and favoured f u r t h e r  
spread of these  d i s e a s e s ,  s o  that some were severe  by the  
end of t he  month. Wheat was damaged by l e a f  r u s t  and t o  a 
much l e s s e r  e x t e n t  by a r o o t  r o t  caused by an undotermined 
fungus 

Temperatures as l o w  as 18'F* wero  repor ted  

The win ter  of 1935-36 was comparatively mild i n  Pr ince  

I n  July,  
The 

Late  b l i g h t  o f  potatoes  f i r s t  appeared a t  Charlottetown 
on &ly 28 and it oclcurred gene ra l ly  over the  Province by 
A u ~ *  1 5 a  

Potatoes su f fe red  some low temperature i n j u r y  when the  
temperature f e l l  t o  2 6 0 ~ ~  on Oct* 15. This was followed by 
snow arid severe f r o s t  on Oct* 27 and 28, 
o f  unliarvested t u r n i p s  and mangels were a f f e c t e d *  

Large q u a n t i t i e s  . '  




